Ruth Harrod Morgan

Headstone Dedication

A Legacy Remembered and Honored
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~ A Tribute! to Wendell’s
Pioneer Black Leader

‘When Ruth Morgan left Eagle Rock for St.
memories. She left a lifetime of civic, civil,

religious and soclal contributions that: plened

many,oﬂendedmnybutbendlttedall.“
Mrs. Morgan, wbomovedtoweudelllnlm

quickly became a leader in the black community.

Her bold decision to defy the local registrar and
become the first black to vote in Wendell was only
the beginning of her prolific lmpactm the eom-
munity.

_ Among her accomplishments and acuvlﬂa.
eShe was instrumental in f
County-Wendell branch of the NAA

eShe recelvedacluﬂontromthe!ulelgh
County NAACP for bringing in more new
bers to the organization than anyone else.

the wuq ;

I
Louis, Mo., she left behind a lot more than just '’

eShe was active In the Wendell Home Demoo o

stration Club and later became Its president.

OShewuamemberottheLeaguolen
Voters.

eShe formed the “70 Plus™ club, a gnp of
elderly citizens who met in -
panionship.

.eShe was active in the lnwrdemmucul
Ushers Assoclation as well as Pleuant Grove
Baptist Church.
oShetaughtattheNorthCamumSchoouorthe
Blind and Deaf in Raleigh.- _

. integrated

eShe !ﬁm"“ 'MI"—

. tin 194110 the
mmm*&w m."-‘f..‘:.u.,(

Thmhauthuoacuywu.l(n.lonuud
but one desire: to see blacks become fully
ito American life. And despite the

resentment toward her for upsetting the status
qnoalongtheway.urs Morgan worked toward

-this one simple but noble goal in her own qulet,

civil, articulate way, without bitterness.
Perhps the best testament to her character,
however, was her determination to get an educa-
tion against all odds. She toenrollatShaw .
. University but was told that the boarding school

% she attended—Franklinton Christian

‘lacked the proper accreditation. Her school
records had also been lost in a fire at the school.
Not to be denled an education, Mrs. Morgan
enrolled at Wakefield-Zebulon High School—at -

‘the same time her daughter was attending the

school—and completed two years of classwork./ -
From there, she attended Shaw off and on, finally
earning a Wsdthedmﬂoumwat

the age of 52.

We Mrs. Morpn gets to make an oc-
casional visit from St. Louis, Mo., back tothe town _

) :hestﬂlcanshomeudwherethedldhabutto

accomplish what sheelieved in. -
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First Black Voter '
Recalls Hard Times

by Barry Teater
, . When 80-year-old Ruth Morgan
left Eagle Rock for St. Louls, Mo.,
on Sunday, she left behind a
metlmeatmemorlu—lncludlng
some she would rather forget.
As a civil rights pioneer In the

1930s—a time when Jim Crow .

still was on the minds of blacks—
Mrs. Morgan made quite a stir in
_ Southern, rural, white Wendell.

decldedsbemldmmzrto'

vote. But after making her inten-

. tlons known to the registrar in-

Wendell, she found that register-
‘ Ing wasn't all that simple. It
would take more than U.S.
citizenship and 18 yem of age,
she was told.
"Herequlredthatlwmeuec
tion of the Constitution from
memory," Mrs. Morgan récalled
in an interview In her home at
Eagle Rock. “My’ sister-in-law
went withme; sbegotangrytmm
the start and left.” .
Mrs. Morgan consulted a
lawyer from the NAACP whotold _

her  she legally didn’t have to

memorize the Constitution in

order to register to vote. The il-

legal requirement wouldn't hold

up in court, he told her.
“ But Mrs. Morgan desperately
wanted to vote for Franklin' D
i Roosevelunthelmm:nd
a court battle would surely have
forced her to wait until the 1936
election to vote.

So, she attempting to
‘do what no other black had done
in Wendell—register to vote. :

But she didn’t receive much en-
couragement from her fellow

blacks. The dean of religion at

Shaw- University reminded her

that others before her had been’

tarred and feathered when they
had tried to register to vote
elsewhere.

‘“He said, ‘Fools go inwhere the
.angels fear to frod.’ I said, *
up this door and let this fool walk

And Mrs. Morgan did walk in—
into the registrar’s office—with
the section of the Constitution
memorized verbatim and written

Pioneer
(Continued from page 1)
make us better. I have
always helped where I
thought help was needed.”

Her activism was often
resented among. whites,
however, and she belleves
the resentment may have
turned to violence on the
night of Jan. 27, 1939,

Late that night, Mrs.
Morgan's two-story frame
house on Morphus Bridge'

Despite the frantic ettoru
of her husband, Waymon,
a ‘Wendell barber, the
couple's only son—11-year-
old James Henry—dled In
the fire,

iMIorgu
on a plece of paper.

“When I carried I'tnt:.dthe
registrar,” she sald, “ to
open his Constitution. He said,
i:’ell Imckmlblvetoux;gli.sut;r

r. She got the t
andeverythmm

Mrs. Morgan finally got to vote -
lnthelsszelecdon.lndmnkun

She wenton tohelpotherbhcks
register In  Wake, Franklin,
Johnston and Nash counties. She

.postedatabusstatIonlnSwth

Hill, Va.

e | wmteletterstoeverybody
Mrs. Morgan recalled. * Every-
time 1 was saying and doing
things, I was hoping it would

(continued on page 3)
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Voter Leaves for St. Louis

““We never knew what
caused the fire," uullu
Morgan's  daughter,
lldyu Holt, who mm

burlh(buudlu
fire was so Intense.”
Firemen at the scene said

'unltywlﬂuuwycmaed
the blaze, but no exact .

cause was pinpointed. Mrs.
Morgan and her daughter—
although they have no
evidence—believe to this

day that the fire inten-
* tionally set. e '

Mrs. Morgan, however,
didn’t let the medydete
her from dolng what she
belleved was right—

mmmua'

In. olt sald her
mother’s commitment to
doing what she belleves is
+ right has always been a
trait in Mrs. Morgan. “My

Mrs. Morgan, who moved
to St. Louls, Mo., on Sunday
to be closer to her daughter
and two great-grand-
chlidren, was by
friends, family and local
dignitaries—black and
white—Friday at Pleasant
Grove Baptist Church,
where she Is a member.



